Long Distance Routes Taster Weekend Tour

| have an idea for a possible long weekend 'taster' offroad bikepacking trip for 2023 ... (it
was previously called "Offroad Bikepacking Introduction" but | do think that that title failed
to convey the focus on the Offroad challenge).

The conceptisto do -

1. One day of relatively easy but long cycling the Downslink railway line from Farnham
to Worthing

2. Asecond day covering a shortish distance ride but quite climbing heavy and
challenging terrain riding the middle part of the South Downs Way into Hampshire

3. Athird day again quite a quite tough day but not aa long distance, doing a leg of the
King Alfreds Way back to Farnham

Hopefully this would be a way of seeing if you like the idea of doing offroad bikepacking and
a warm up before committing to a full on offroad trip such as the King Alfreds Way or West
Kernow Way.

You will need to be reasonably fit to do this tour and will will need to be consistently doing
at least the Intermediate road rides, around 40 miles at a good pace, and you should be
participating in the club Offroad rides on regular basis.

Bike ?

And the question you all ask is what sort of bike - it will be best on a hardtail mountain bike
or a wide tyred gravel bike with low gears for the steep climbs, knobbly tyres for grip on the
chalk of the Downs and the sand and gravel of the KAW through the Surrey section.

The bike will need to have a good rack if using panniers - especially if you are carrying a tent

We will have a few preparatory sessions for those new to Offroad Touring to work on kit
configurations and test rides.



The Route
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Day 1 - Downs Link

A relatively easy day (until the sting in the tail of the climb out of Steyning where pushing
will be anticipated !) through the changing scenery of the Weald, primarily on an old Railway
line, getting us down to the South Downs as a warmup day, and a chance to check your bike
and equipment.

Accommodation options in Worthing there is a Premier Inn on the Seafront

Farnham to Worthing Route Profile - Around 51 miles with 380m of ascent
https://cycle.travel/map/journey/374123

Day 2 - Central part of the South Downs heading west

Climbing up to the South Downs Way and heading west with wonderful views. A tough day
of ups and downs (!) where your 'granny gears' will be much in use

Possible accomodation - Stay in the Premier Inn Petersfield or if camping then Ridge Farm
Caravan & Camping, Steep just outside Petersfield.

From Worthing to Petersfield Route Profile - Around 38 miles with 1100m of ascent
https://cycle.travel/map/journey/374125



https://cycle.travel/map/journey/374123
https://cycle.travel/map/journey/374125

Day 3 - King Alfreds Way from Petersfield to Farnham
A real mixed day winding through woods and heathland with lots of sand and gravel.

Route Profile - Around 34 miles with 600m of ascent
https://cycle.travel/map/journey/372061

(Click on the Moutain icon to see the elevation profile)

References
The Downs link
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/find-a-route-on-the-national-cycle-network/downs-link/

https://www.cyclinguk.org/route/downs-link-traffic-free-route-guildford-seaside

The South Downs Way
https://www.cyclinguk.org/cycle/great-rides-chalk

King Alfreds Way
https://www.cyclinguk.org/route/king-alfreds-way-gpx-route

Schedule

These dates are one week later than previously advertised due to the arranging of the
Coronation Bank Holiday on the 6" May 2023

Day 1 - Start on morning of Friday 12th May 2023 in Farnham and spend that night in
Worthing

Day 2 - Cycle from Findon on Saturday 13th and spend the night in Petersfield

Day 3 - Cycle from Petersfield on Sunday 14th arriving back in Farnham to drive back to
Coventry
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