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This year's annual report will no doubt sound and look very similar to the last few, however, here goes. 

 

We begin with a round up of the indoor events.  The Section provided two volunteers, Gordon Meade and 

David Hearn, to show slides at the D.A's Annual Slide Show.  The very poor attendance of around 38 made 

it fairly easy to arrive at the decision that next year's was to be 'make or break' . 

 

Watch this space !!! 

 

Clubrooms were also rather poorly supported, but we carry on and hope for better things.  A varied 

programme was enjoyed by those who did attend.  Food and drink provided a good attraction as usual; both 

informal and slightly more formal Christmas functions were very well patronised.  Section members turned 

out to the Annual Carol Service at Meriden in good numbers, and did so also at the Memorial Service in the 

spring. 

 

******** 

 

Cyclingwise, the Section organised three out of four events which came under the umbrella of the DATC 

Competition:  the Geoff Collins Rough Stuff Ride, the Night Ride and the 100k Reliability Ride.  All 

attracted quite good entries, including riders from neighbouring Birmingham and Leicester D.A's, also from 

as far afield as Cambridge DA and Bristol DA.  Special mention should be made of an excellent buffet in the 

100k prepared by Bob Tinley's wife Audrey.  The final event of the four, the 50-mile in 4- or 5-hours was 

organised by Pat Prior of Nuneaton Section and also proved successful. 

 

National events also played their part.  A group made the annual pilgrimage to the York Rally and the 

Birthday Rides based at Malton in North Yorkshire attracted a bumper contingent of 21 members:  10 

camped, 5 hired a self catering cottage and 6 had bed and breakfast. 

 

On the touring front, the major event must have been the trip to Austria in September.  The six riders who 

went insisted that it only rained once, from Monday to a week on Wednesday!  Other destinations for 

members have included Cape Wrath and John O'Groats in Scotland, Exmoor at Easter, Corfu and Tuscani. 

 

The year has seen several new riders who have turned out regularly, and we hope they will continue to ride 

with us. 

 

The average attendances on Sunday rides was 12.3: a small but welcome increase from last year.  Awards 

went to Sheila Woodcock who won the Elaine Williams Trophy for the top lady or junior and once again 

Ray Hudson won the Dennis Walker Trophy for finishing top of the attendance table. 

 

Next year sees a landmark, being the 75th anniversary of the founding of the Section.  This will have to be 

marked by an special event which sounds like an excuse for more food and drink. 
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