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Because of the dates involved, this year's annual report both opens and closes with mention of the DA's 

annual public slide show, organised largely by this section.  Both shows were given by Geoff Newey: 1995's 

"Mediterranean Meanderings" had an attendance of 65 and the 1996 show saw Geoff present "Kia-ora", a 

journey across New Zealand's North Island to an audience of around 50.  Thanks must go to a number of 

members who provided an excellent buffet on both occasions. 

 

The latter part of 1995 saw Clubroom evenings as usual, attendances being fair.  Section members supported 

the Carol Service at Meriden and two Christmas dinners were held: an evening function in Rugby and our 

customary Sunday at Fillongly both attracted 28 diners. 

 

1996 dawned with the prospect of a lot of hard work for a 6-strong (or weak?) sub-committee: our 75th 

Anniversary in April was no longer a speck on the horizon.  The weeks of planning culminated on the 

weekend of April 20th - 21st with a dinner held at Merrick Lodge attended by 90, including our National 

President Ted King.  The following day a 75 km cycle ride was held in glorious sunshine which attracted 

about 130 entrants: an undulating route took us to Napton where the local Women's Institute provided an 

excellent lunch before returning to the Museum of British Road Transport in Coventry.  The youngest 

amongst several children was Niamh Woodcock and our oldest rider was Jack Wallsgrove aged 84.  Special 

mention should be made of Rob Watts who took on the task of producing an excellent commemorative 

booklet.. 

 

Following our Anniversary weekend, some normality was to return and our members supported both 

National and DA events in various numbers. 

 

The Meriden memorial Service was featured on local television and Coventry Section retained the Geoff 

Collins Trophy for the greatest support from any section in the roughstuff ride.  Margaret Hearn, Maureen 

Prior and Roger Shelbourn provided excellent fare at Stretton-on-Fosse village hall for eleven riders on the 

night ride.  Seven members attended the York Rally, the 100k organised by Nuneaton Section was well 

supported, fourteen Coventry members visited Lancaster for the Birthday Rides and four camped at the 

Mildenhall Rally. 

 

In September eight members flew to Mallorca for ten days in the sun (or the pool).  Only three Coventry 

riders rode the 50-mile in four hours standard ride, which brings us back to where we began: Geoff Newey's 

slideshow of New Zealand and the onset of the Winter Clubroom. 

 

Our average attendance has been 10.7.  The Derek Walker Trophy for attendance has been won by Ray 

Hudson and the Elaine Williams  Trophy for the best lady/junior has been won by Sheila Woodcock who 

should also be congratulated on becoming a "super-randonneur" by completing rides over 200k, 300k, 400k 

and 600k in the space of a few weeks. 

 

In closing let us not forget that next year is our 76th Anniversary, so if anyone has any ideas or wishes to 

celebrate ... ???!!! 

 

 

K.T.Roberts 

(Hon.Secretary)  


