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After a busy 75th anniversary year we had thought that this year would be something of an anticlimax, but the 

reality has been very different with a busy programme of events: a combination of Sunday rides, DATC 

events, National events, weekend and longer tours and a sprinkling of social events with our sister section, 

Nuneaton. 

 

As the winter evenings drew in, the fortnightly Clubroom slide shows began, organised by David Hearn.  We 

were treated to a resumé of the year's events through the eyes of various members' cameras and to nostalgic 

trips to Europe and beyond.  Attendances were satisfactory and the evenings were enjoyed by all.  The 

culminating event of the year was the DA Slide Show when Josie Dew gave a lively presentation to a packed 

hall of over one hundred.  We should not forget the hard work of the organising committee and the team of 

cooks who prepared the refreshments. 

 

A number of Section members attended the Christmas Carol Service at Meriden and an evening Christmas 

dinner at the Craven Arms in Coventry was well supported.  We were delighted to welcome the retiring CTC 

President, Ted King, to our Sunday Christmas lunch at Fillongly: he came as both a friend of the Section and 

to present David Hearn with a well earned Certificate of Merit for services to the CTC over the last twenty 

years. 

 

The section organised and supported a number of DATC events: for a change from the rather serious 50-in-4/5 

event Gordon Mead planned a Scavenger Hunt, in spite of a number of health problems.  The event was well 

attended, hugely enjoyed and will be very hard act to follow. 

 

We wallowed through the Geoff Collins Roughstuff event organised by Pat Prior of the Nuneaton Section: a 

good route but the combination of English rain and Warwickshire clay proved too much for many participants. 

 

David's Night Ride stuck strictly to the tradition of culminating in roughstuff at dawn to a Warwickshire high 

point and a sun obscured by cloud!  The seven riders had not bargained for a night of continuous rain but  took 

it in the usual philosophical manner of true cyclists, before tucking in to all-day breakfasts at Bishop's Bowl. 

 

By comparison Bob Tinley's 100k / 200k in summer sunshine was a holiday in southern Warwickshire, with 

five riders straying into the Cotswolds on the longer option. 

 

Several Section members attended the York Rally and eighteen members attended the Leicester Birthday 

rides, some camping and others in various bed and breakfast establishments. 

 

The mainstay of the section's activities has been the Sunday runs to all points of the compass around  

Coventry, led by too many different members to mention here and generally with good attendances which 

have improved this year to an average of about 13.  Unfortunately the detailed records were stolen when our 

Treasurer's house was burgled but the Section AGM agreed to retain the status quo in the attendance 

competition: so Ray Hudson retains the Derek Walker Trophy for attendance and Sheila Woodcock retains the 

Elaine Williams  Trophy for the best lady/junior.   Sheila should also be congratulated on gaining the "super-

randonneur" award from Audax UK for a second year running. 

 

Weekend and Bank Holiday breaks were held on the Isle of Wight and at Malvern, Corris, Wilderhope, 

Wantage and Copt Oak Youth Hostels attended by five to eight members and a trio went on a cycle camping 

weekend in Rutland.  In September ten members flew to Lyon for ten days hill climbing in the Ardeche based 

in a typically French farmstead: thanks to Roger Shelbourn for making all the arrangements. 

 

Bob Tinley - Hon.Secretary 


