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This year has been another enthusiastic one for the DA and its Sections.  We are sorry that attendances in the 

Mercia Section have not improved but on the positive side an active group is developing in Rugby. 

 

The Winter Clubroom schedule was organised by David Hearn and vacant slots were quickly filled with a 

range of slideshows of the members’ activities ranging from Mexico and Europe to local Section and DA 

events.  A more ambitious annual slideshow, than usual, was planned for the beginning of this year’s series 

and was well supported by over one hundred people.  Josie Dew presented a vivid and contrasting selection 

of slides from around the world, varying from a toad in a fetid Moroccan toilet to an Indian bicycle loaded 

with a complete cow’s skeleton. 

 

As usual the sections have had full programs of evening and day rides with longer tours both at home and 

abroad. 

 

A clutch of successful DATC events proved to be a succession of extremes.  Gordon Mead’s Treasure Hunt 

saw dozens of cyclists scouring abandoned gypsy encampments for articles which would later be thrown 

away! This was one of the coldest days of the year.  Pat Prior’s roughstuff event was held after the wettest 

week of the year: it was notable that only one person completed the whole route, although the deluge 

resulted in his having the cleanest bike at the end!  David Hearn’s night ride was held during the longest 

period of continuous rain of the year and Bob Tinley’s 100/200k event was held on the hottest day of the 

year.  Despite the conditions all the events were well attended and were enjoyed by all participants. 

 

A number of inter-sectional social events were held throughout the season as well as the usual Christmas 

meals. Coventry Section was pleased to welcome Ted King to their Christmas lunch and to present David 

Hearn with a well deserved CTC Certificate of Merit for twenty years of service to the DA. 

 

We are sorry to learn that Diane Bulley is standing down as Councillor and would like to thank her for her 

hard work over the last few years. 

 

The DA membership figures, below, show an increase of 11% on last year and it is interesting to note that 

26% of the membership has joined within the last two years. 

 

 1995 1996 1997 

Coventry (CV1,2,3,4,5,6,7) 262 185 204 

Kenilworth  (CV8) - 86 59 

Nuneaton  (CV9, 10, 11, 12) 62 50 55 

Rugby  (CV21, 22, 33, 35) 60 81 112 

Mercia  (CV23, 31, 32, 34, 36, 37) 141 157 154 

 525 559 584 

 

We have made plans for DATC events again next year and look forward to another varied program of indoor 

and outdoor events both in the Sections and in the DA. 

 

Bob Tinley 

(DA. Secretary) 


