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Coventry Section Annual Report 1997/98

As in previous years we have had a full programme of cycling and social events: Sunday rides, DATC
events, National events, weekend and longer tours being well supported in all seasons.

David Hearn organised a successful series of fortnightly DA Clubroom Slide Shows which were well
attended by the Section. The slide shows transported us to a wide variey of destinations from Alaska to
Europe and New Zealand as well as the more local events. At the time of writing we are looking forward
to the special annual DA Slide Show to be presented, this year by Bettina Selby.

Over the Christmas period we demonstrated our usual love of Christmas spirit by holding an evening
Christmas dinner at a local hotel and our traditional Sunday Christmas lunch at Fillongley: special thanks to
the proprietor who opened especially for us, in the middle of her closed season and treated us to a first class
meal. We also attended the Cyclists' Christmas Carol Service at Meriden.

The section organised all the DA's clutch of DATC events this year. Gordon Mead prepared a Map
Reading Competition attracting ten riders. Bob Tinley managed to find a dry route for ten riders on the
Geoff Collins Roughstuft event, despite the worst floods for a century.

History was made when the sixth annual Night Ride, led by Dave Hearn, culminated in eight riders actually
seeing the sun appear above the horizon. This was followed by an early breakfast at Long Marston, where
we were quite unable to explain to the two ladies why we had spent the night riding bicycles.

Roger Shelbourn organised a 100k/100-mile reliability ride which was our best supported event with 15
people riding the 100k route and four taking the longer 100-mile alternative.

Eight Section members attended the York Rally, taking part in the organised rides on Saturday and 20-
members attended the Beverley Birthday rides, some camping and others in various bed and breakfast
establishments.

We have had a full program of Sunday runs in the rolling countryside around Coventry which have been
well attended. Again Ray Hudson retains the Derek Walker Trophy for attendance and Sheila Woodcock
retains the Elaine Williams Trophy for the best lady/junior: Sheila has also gained the Audax UK "super-
randonneur" award for the third year running.

Weekend and Bank Holiday breaks were held in Salisbury, Brecon, and Ironbridge. Thanks to John Dickie
for organising a memorable visit to the Raleigh factory in Nottingham as a prelude to a weekend near
Buxton. A successful cycle camping weekend was held in the south of the county. In September seven
members flew to Carcassonne in southern France for ten days of hilly cycling in the Tarn valley, thanks
again to Roger Shelbourn for making all the arrangements.

We congratulate Dave Kirk on his appointment as Operations Manager at CTC Headquarters: we are sorry
to loose his regular company on Club Runs but wish him every success in his new career.

Bob Tinley - Hon.Secretary



