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This has been another busy year for the Coventry Section with a wide range of cycling activities taking place 

throughout the year.  In addition to organising Section events there has been much hard work in organising 

DA events – many thanks to those who have spent so much of their own time working for the benefit of 

others behind the scenes. 

 

There has been no shortage of volunteers to lead the regular Sunday runs, which have visited all corners of 

Warwickshire and the surrounding counties.  Many runs have incorporated sections of roughstuff and we 

still seem to discover odd stretches that we haven’t used before: and then we realise why they don’t form 

part of our regular routes! 

 

Youth Hostel weekends have been well supported: Bridges - notable for its furious pace: Streatly - notable 

for its rain: Capel-y-ffin - notable for roughstuff in the fog and Dufton - where we managed to visit the 

highest tarmacked road in the country, the highest café in the country, the highest pub in the country and the 

highest point on the Pennine Way.  By way of a change, a day’s walking was also incorporated.  To round 

the year off there was a weekend to Copt Oak and Thirlby - notable for headwinds.  Thanks to Louisa, 

Kevin, Bob T., Sheila and Keith, respectively, for organising these weekends. 

 

A group, including an eleven year old, cycle camped in the Peak District in April and a group of four 

camped in Knoydart and on Skye in June, successfully tackling some roughstuff in very wild countryside. 

 

Three members of the Section toured southern Poland for nine days in September, enjoying an Indian 

summer and discovering a dynamic society, building its way rapidly towards potential entry into the EU in 

2003.  Thanks to Bob K. for his persistence in organising the tour. 

 

Other members of the Section have ridden “The End-to-End” and have taken part in CTC Tours to Bulgaria, 

Southern Spain, The Himalayas, and Corfu 

 

The Section has joined forces with Leicester Section, The Tandem Club and the Coventry YHA Group for a 

number of rides.  As part of a DA initiative we assisted Reading DA’s organisation of the National 400 by 

running an all night check point at Tysoe – hard work but great fun enjoyed by both riders and “staff” alike. 

 

As in previous years, the Section has had regular social gatherings, including a Christmas lunch at Fillongley 

and a posher evening do.  The fortnightly DA Clubroom Slide Shows were well supported on both sides of 

the camera.  There was also a good attendance at National events in York and the Birthday rides in 

Nantwich. 

 

On the negative side we have considerable trouble getting our hold of our cash books and sorting out our 

accounts after the previous treasurer left us to take up an important post at National CTC Headquarters. 

 

We are now looking forward to our active programme continuing next year and it only remains for me to 

congratulate Ray Hudson on retaining the Derek Walker trophy for attendance and Sheila Woodcock on 

retaining the Elaine Williams trophy for the best lady.  It should also be noted that Sheila successfully 

completed the four yearly Paris – Brest – Paris ride and is to be warmly congratulated for her efforts. 

 

 

Bob Tinley - Hon. Secretary 


