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The two northern sections are thriving with full programs of Sunday rides, weekend and longer tours.
Nuneaton Section also has an active mid-week sub-Section. The Rugby Section continues with a full
program of well supported mid-week rides and still resists formal affiliation to the DA.

A new co-operative initiative is being tried between Mercia (Leamington) and Coventry Sections for four
consecutive weeks in November. All Coventry’s Sunday rides will stop at the Pump Rooms in
Leamington at 10:00 to ensure that a good numbers of riders are present. Mercia have organised some
publicity and it is hoped that an extended base of Leamington riders will be built up.

Nuneaton organised a successful 100-km / 100-mile DATC ride attracting a total of 20 riders, who enjoyed
an excellent route in Leicestershire and Rutland; thanks to Bert Pearce and Dennis Heggs for all their
efforts. Also Coventry organised a Roughstuff event and a Night Ride for the DATC competition: we were
not disappointed by the mud on Dave Hearn’s roughstuff, nor by the absence of a sunrise at dawn on Sheila
Woodcock’s night ride. Thanks to Dave and Sheila for organising these events.

We also helped Reading DA in their organisation of the National 400 by running an all-night check point at
Tysoe. Riders and organisers had a fantastic time and I would like to thank our team of caterers for their
continuous efforts in ensuring that 200 riders passed smoothly through the village hall during the course of
the night.

David Hearn again organised a successful series of DA Slide Shows and the year was rounded off by
George Berwick’s presentation of his roughstuff exploits. We enjoyed his humour and he provided great
entertainment, even to those who are somewhat less passionate about carrying a bicycle over the mountains
and through the bogs of Britain.

The DA membership figures, below, show an increase of 3.6% on last year, half the increase we saw last
year but still a healthy trend..

1997 1998 1999
Coventry (CV1,2,3,4,5,6,7) 204 224 243
Kenilworth (CV8) 59 53 61
Nuneaton (CV9,10,11,12) 55 68 78
Rugby (CV 21,22, 33, 35) 112 121 92
Mercia  (CV 23,31, 32. 34, 36, 37) 154 173 188

584 639 662

Bob Tinley - DA Secretary



