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Coventry Section has maintained its enthusiasm for a wide range of cycling activities again this year.  We 

should thank everyone who has been involved in the hard work of organising Section and DA events - this 

embraces pretty well all of the Section’s regular riders. 

 

The regular program of Sunday runs throughout the year continues to be popular and we met the 

Leamington Section every Sunday in November in an attempt to encourage more interest in the Leamington 

area.  Sunday runs were supplemented by weekend tours, camping or Youth Hostelling, and a number of 

longer tours both in this country and abroad.  Some of our members have even found time to go off on 

additional tours, either official CTC tours or privately organised. 

 

Weekends have been well supported and we have been pleased to be joined by members of the Leamington 

Section on several occasions.  In October Copt Oak and Thirlby Youth Hostels were visited, in March 

Malvern YH, in April a camping tour in the Peak District, in July a Youth Hostelling weekend at Badby, and 

over August Bank Holiday our usual six to eight exploded to thirty when we were joined by Bristol Section 

at Stow-on-the-Wold Youth Hostel. 

 

Eight members enjoyed the last week of May in the Wicklow Mountains, Ireland and the following week 

three people crammed six of the southern Scottish islands and 15 ferry crossings into a cycle camping tour: 

Sheila managed to do most of the Irish tour as well as the Scottish one. 

 

Last year’s tour in Poland inspired another tour in Eastern Europe: eight members rode from Prague, in the 

Czech Republic, through Slovakia and onto Budapest, in Hungary, in September.  This allowed us to see 

some more of the Carpathian Mountains, an opportunity to visit two of the most beautiful capital cities in 

Europe and enjoy a gastronomic extravaganza amongst some very friendly people.  The tour ended with a 

17-hour train journey from Budapest to Prague, including seven hours sitting on the station platform at 

Passau in Germany. 

 

Other members of the Section have toured in Northumberland, Herefordshire, Surrey, Greece and Spain. 

 

Our Section provided the biggest contingent at the CTC Midlands Millenium Event organised by Leicester 

DA: a camping weekend at Markfield in July.  The attendance from all DA’s was disappointing but those 

who did attend were treated to a scenic campsite and very enjoyable ride on Saturday, led by Dick 

Thompson who used his local knowledge of the area to full advantage. 

 

As usual the Section also attended national events in York and the Birthday Rides in Canterbury in force. 

 

Sheila organised a millenium party when six members rode to Chesterton Windmill to see in the new year.  

Other social events included a skittles evening in July and above all Terry organised a sports day just after 

Christmas with badminton and a furious game of six-a-side football which rapidly got slower and slower as 

the game progressed.   

 

Christmas meals and fortnightly DA Clubroom Slide Shows were again a regular feature of the winter 

season. 

 

Unfortunately, due to illness, Ray Hudson has let the Derek Walker trophy for attendance slip from his 

grasp.  Records do not go back as far as his first winning of the trophy.  Congratulations go to Terry Stamper 

who now stands on the exhalted platform, to Sheila Woodcock on retaining the Elaine Williams trophy for 

the best lady and to Andrew Benn for winning a new award for the best junior. 

 

Bob Tinley - Secretary 


