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Thank you, again, to everyone in the Section for making it another successful year with a varied program of 

events. 

 

Sunday rides continue to be well attended with an average of 14-riders.  In the summer some riders have met 

the day ride for tea, a less time consuming option than riding all day and a good way of keeping in contact 

with the Section for those members with other commitments. 

 

As usual, several Youth Hostel and camping tours have been organised and well supported.  In October 

Sheila took a group to Ivinghoe YH, returning in rather unpleasant weather and in January Keith organised a 

very enjoyable roughstuff weekend based at Bakewell YH.  Foot and mouth disease rather spoilt Sheila's 

weekend at Sherwood Forest YH in March, but she found us some good road routes and a tough route home 

in a blizzard. 

 

At Easter Kevin took 6 people to Swanage, in Dorset, where they, coincidentally, joined up with the Bristol 

Section and at Whitsun three people enjoyed a week's camping tour in the blazing sun in Normandy: this 

was probably a more comfortable option than the planned Scottish roughstuff. 

 

Kevin also took a group to Shrewsbury YH over August Bank Holiday when the highlight was a visit to the 

Pistyl Rhaeadr Waterfall dropping off the Berwyn Hills.  Sheila organised a weekend camping tour to 

Tewkesbury at the end of September when we were pleased to welcome two members who had not 

previously camped with us. 

 

Bob led a September tour to Barcelona and the Catalonian Pyrenees.  Spanish railways were used to avoid 

the usual difficulties associated with cycling to large international airports and cities - the British system 

could certainly learn something from the Spanish in terms of cost and ease of using the services.  The last 

day was spent looking at the sites of Barcelona. 

 

We joined forces with the Nuneaton Section to organise one of the national 100-mile Triennial Veteran 

Rides.  The weather was favourable and the ride was enjoyed by about 50 vets: some travelling a 

considerable distance to take part.  It was a real pleasure organising the event made all the more worthwhile 

by the reactions of the riders on the day. 

 

The section was delighted when Jo and Dave announced their engagement and were married in July, in 

Leamington.  We all wish them the best of luck in their new life together. 

 

As usual fortnightly DA slide shows were a feature of the winter season and regular Wednesday evening 

rides were reintroduced in the light summer evenings.  They were attended by a small group of stalwarts.  

 

Beyond the immediate scope of riding with the Section we are pleased to report that Dave Hearn has been 

working hard at Cycle awareness training in a number of Coventry schools and that members of the Section 

have also been on tours in Thailand, Croatia, America and Germany. 

 

This year Sheila Woodcock has been awarded the Derek Walker trophy for attendance.  The Elaine Williams 

trophy has normally been presented to "best" lady, but we have adjusted the rules and awarded it to Ray 

Hudson who came second in the attendance competition - a very creditable effort as he has again suffered 

some sickness this year. 

 

 

Bob Tinley - Secretary 


