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As usual, full programs of Sunday rides and longer tours have been organised by the Nuneaton Thursday
and Sunday Sections and Coventry Sections. After an initial increase in the active membership of the
Leamington Section it has not proved possible to develop a viable Section and the Section has reluctantly
closed down. Former members still participate in the activities of the DA and other sections from time to
time. The Rugby Section still thrives with a full program of mid-week rides and still resists formal
affiliation to the DA.

Unfortunately Foot and Mouth Disease dealt our Geoff Collins Roughstuff Ride a death blow, although the
county of Warwickshire fortunately escaped its worst ravages. The time was usefully spent in preparation
for our Triennial Veterans 100-mile ride. This was a very successful event, dedicated to the memory of Lol
Duncombe who sadly died last year after a life time as a keen and dedicated cyclist. On the day nearly 50
veterans enjoyed a good day's cycling, blessed by good weather. We were very pleased to receive a large
postbag of thank you letters from the participants and this made everyone's efforts all the more worthwhile.

Sheila Woodcock organised another Night Ride for the DATC competition and we again saw an excellent
sunrise from Beacon Hill near Leicester.

As usual, several of our members camped on York's Knavesmire, riding a number of the organised events
and spending all their pocket money in the marquee.

David Hearn again organised a successful series of fortnightly DA Slide Shows and Ian Bonner organised a
rather different Annual Lecture from the normal. Patrick Davis from Sustrans gave an interesting
illustrated talk about the work of Sustrans and how its work is gradually, but perceptably, improving public
and local authorities' attitudes towards cycling across the country. The half time food was up to its usual
standard and thanks are due to our loyal band of bakers.

Headquarters have had a difficult time with their membership system this year so that it has not been

possible for us to prepare a full area breakdown. Needless to say the villain is an inanimate computer
system. Total membership in the DA has decreased by 1.1% to 696 from 704.

Bob Tinley - DA Secretary



