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Once again another successful year with a varied program of events only made possible by the 

enthusiasm of all the Section members.  Thanks go, especially, to all those members who have led 

Sunday rides and organised a plethora of other events. 

 

An average of 14-members rode every Sunday to all points of the compass around Coventry.  We 

have also been joined, on a regular basis by a number of new members.  Several Youth Hostel and 

camping tours have also been organised and well supported.  John Dickie organised a Youth Hostel 

trip to Crowden over the New Year in some spectacularly good snowy weather.  Equally notable for 

its weather was a roughstuff weekend organised by Keith Dan based at a country hotel near 

Rhayader.  It did occasionally stop raining and we did enjoy the ride alongside the Claerwen 

Reservoir despite the imaginary “Drove Road” we had traversed to get there. 

 

Over Easter Sheila Woodcock took a group to Ironbridge, where the time was spent climbing hills 

and visiting industrial archaeology.  Just one week later a group of seven people went to The 

Algarve in southern Portugal, where they enjoyed the same pleasures as at home – rough tracks and 

stream crossings, but warmer… oh… and some eating as well.  In contrast, Bob Tinley took a 

freezing cold camping weekend in May to an Iron Age fort at Burrough on the Hill and the British 

Waterways Museum Museum at Blissworth.   

 

In July Kevin Croucher took us on a nostalgic Youth Hostel tour to Copt Oak and Thurlby, an 

excellent weekend but tinged with sadness as both hostels were due to close by the end of this year.  

Keith Dan led a long weekend to Ilam Hall over August Bank Holiday where we had a delightful 

mix of winding Peak District lanes and disused railways. 

 

To round off a busy year, Sheila led another camping weekend to Oxfordshire, where we dined on 

blackberry and apple pie, culled from the hedgerows. She also led a tour of two halves to Crete in 

September.  Three people had a serious week’s hill training, before being joined for a second week 

by three others – quite a coordination exercise, but made possible by our mobile phones, which 

actually worked better there than they do at home!  We also walked 18k down the Samarian Gorge, 

using a totally different set of muscles from the cycling ones and had a fascinating tour round the 

ancient Minoan palace at Knossos, dating from 2500 BC. 

 

The Section fully supported various DA events – a roughstuff ride, a night ride, a 100mile/100k 

reliability ride and the fortnightly DA winter slide shows, which took us to most corners of the 

globe. 

  

This year Ray Hudson has regained his crown by winning the Derek Walker trophy for attendance 

and Sheila Woodcock has been awarded The Elaine Williams runners up trophy. 

 

 

Bob Tinley - Secretary 

 


