
Cyclists' Touring Club 

Coventry and Warwickshire District Association 

DA Annual Report 2001/2002 

2002 was another year packed with cycling activity in all of our sections. We have been particularly 

pleased to see a new Tuesday Section emerging in Coventry, joining the ranks of Rugby's Wednesday 

Section and Nuneaton's Thursday Section. Nuneaton's and Coventry's Sunday Sections continue to thrive 

with several new members riding on a regular basis. 

Although most riding was done within the sections, a number of DATC events were organised to, 

hopefully, bring the sections together. Bob Tinley led the Geoff Collns roughstuff ride: several riders 

were confounded by the dryness of the route and we may have converted a few non-believers to the 

pleasures of off-road riding. Bert and Carole Pearce organised a 100 mile/I 00 km ride into the Rutland 

countryside: a very scenic route and it was a shame that the rides were not better supported. Sheila 

Woodcock took the night ride to the Burton Dasset Hills this year: she made good use of the relatively 

local destination to loop round some delightful lanes in the early dawn. We were rewarded with a good 

sunrise whilst brewing up on the highest of the hills. 

The DA has been active supporting national CTC tours abroad and other national events like the York 

Rally. The sections have also organised their own overseas tours in South Africa, France, Portugal and 

Crete. 

This year the CTC was asked to help with the organisation of several Cancer Research rides. I am 

pleased to report that our DA turned out in force and helped to give 350 sponsored riders a successful 

and trouble free day in August. 

We welcomed Geoff Newey to present our autumn slideshow when he took us hopping over the Scottish 

islands from the Clyde to Callanish and then to Iceland for some spectacularly tough cycling. It was 

good to welcome many of our colleagues from the surrounding DAs who were, no doubt lured in by the 

quality of our legendary buffet. 

An analysis of membership numbers, below, shows that our membership has increased in the last year by 

3.3% from 696 to 719. A detailed breakdown of 2001's membership figures was not available because of 

problems at HQ. 

 

 2000 2001 2002 

Coventry (CV 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7) 264  276 

Kenilworth (CV8) 61  65 

Nuneaton (CV 9, 10, 11, 12) 79  75 

Rugby (CV 21, 22, 23) 93  90 

Mercia (CV 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37,43, 47) 207  213 

 704 696 719 

 

Bob Tinley - DA Secretary 
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Once again another successful year with a varied program of events only made possible by the 

enthusiasm of all the Section members.  Thanks go, especially, to all those members who have led 

Sunday rides and organised a plethora of other events. 

 

An average of 14-members rode every Sunday to all points of the compass around Coventry.  We have 

also been joined, on a regular basis by a number of new members.  Several Youth Hostel and camping 

tours have also been organised and well supported.  John Dickie organised a Youth Hostel trip to 

Crowden over the New Year in some spectacularly good snowy weather.  Equally notable for its weather 

was a roughstuff weekend organised by Keith Dan based at a country hotel near Rhayader.  It did 

occasionally stop raining and we did enjoy the ride alongside the Claerwen Reservoir despite the 

imaginary “Drove Road” we had traversed to get there. 

 

Over Easter Sheila Woodcock took a group to Ironbridge, where the time was spent climbing hills and 

visiting industrial archaeology.  Just one week later a group of seven people went to The Algarve in 

southern Portugal, where they enjoyed the same pleasures as at home – rough tracks and stream 

crossings, but warmer… oh… and some eating as well.  In contrast, Bob Tinley took a freezing cold 

camping weekend in May to an Iron Age fort at Burrough on the Hill and the British Waterways 

Museum Museum at Blissworth.   

 

In July Kevin Croucher took us on a nostalgic Youth Hostel tour to Copt Oak and Thurlby, an excellent 

weekend but tinged with sadness as both hostels were due to close by the end of this year.  Keith Dan led 

a long weekend to Ilam Hall over August Bank Holiday where we had a delightful mix of winding Peak 

District lanes and disused railways. 

 

To round off a busy year, Sheila led another camping weekend to Oxfordshire, where we dined on 

blackberry and apple pie, culled from the hedgerows. She also led a tour of two halves to Crete in 

September.  Three people had a serious week’s hill training, before being joined for a second week by 

three others – quite a coordination exercise, but made possible by our mobile phones, which actually 

worked better there than they do at home!  We also walked 18k down the Samarian Gorge, using a 

totally different set of muscles from the cycling ones and had a fascinating tour round the ancient 

Minoan palace at Knossos, dating from 2500 BC. 

 

The Section fully supported various DA events – a roughstuff ride, a night ride, a 100mile/100k 

reliability ride and the fortnightly DA winter slide shows, which took us to most corners of the globe. 

  

This year Ray Hudson has regained his crown by winning the Derek Walker trophy for attendance and 

Sheila Woodcock has been awarded The Elaine Williams runners up trophy. 

 

 

Bob Tinley - Secretary 
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This year Sunday rides showed a total attendance of three hundred and twenty three riders over fifty two rides, two were 

cancelled, one because of weather conditions and no one turned up for the informal of 25th August, this gives an average of 

six riders per Sunday. When compared with last year’s figures, which were over fifty-one weeks, we had seven riders per 

Sunday ride. This shows another decrease in the average figures for Sunday riders.  

 

Thursday rides are continuing to be popular this year with approximately 10 Riders out each week. 

 

Wednesday evening rides during May to August, a total of eighteen, had various attendances’ totalling 

one hundred and six in all. With others arriving by motorcar to various specified local Public Houses. 

This was on par with 2001. Well done to Eric and Dennis for continuing the good work they put into the 

Hinckley Fun Ride (always the most popular Wednesday evening for Section members.)  
 

Section members attended numerous organised tours and other events this year, at home and abroad including The York rally, 

The Birthday rides weekend at Milton Keynes, Fellowship of Old Timers events, Suffolk, Scotland, the Outer Hebrides 

Normandy, Brittany, Spain, South Africa, Southern France, (Tom and Don went for 9 weeks, climbed 50 colls and covered 

nearly 2000 miles!) and others. 

 

Welcome to a new member, Patrick Booth who rides with us on Wednesday evenings and hopefully will become a regular 

Sunday rider.  

 

The total number of rides counted throughout the year comes to 933, with a strength of approximately 

thirty five regular riders including some not so often, approximately the same as last year. 
 

The Section lunch was held at The Golden Lion, Harborough Magna on Sunday 10th February, attended by twenty-six, a good 

time was had by all.  

 

Several members are continuing to promote local cycling facilities within the borough through the PEDALS group. A new 

cycling path called the Wem brook corridor has been built and consultations are continuing with the Nuneaton ring road 

development, the national route 52 and many others. 

 

This report reflects how busy we have been, and how much cycling we have all done during the last twelve months; however 

I feel that the Section is still somewhat “stagnant” and if we want to go forward into the new century we need an injection of 

enthusiasm from all concerned. 

  

Ian Bonner 

 

 

 

 


