Cyclists' Touring Club

Coventry and Warwickshire District Association

Coventry Section Annual Report 2002/2003

As usual a full program of events has been arranged by an enthusiastic section sharing the
organisational workload.

Coventry is fortunate in being surrounded by a variety of good cycling country, providing plenty of
scope for our Sunday rides. These have attracted an average of 14 riders, including some new and
some lapsed members. We have also enjoyed weekend Youth Hostel, camping and longer tours.

In October, Keith Dan took us for a strenuous walking weekend in the Rhynog Mountains of North
Wales and over Easter Sheila Woodcock led a tour taking in Stow-on the-Wold, Slimbridge and
Malvern Youth Hostels — some of the few remaining Hostels within direct cycling distance of our
home base.

Over the May bank Holiday Peter Thomas led a long weekend camping tour to Cannock Chase. In
the true spirit of flexibility we ended up staying two nights on a very pleasant campsite and spent
Sunday afternoon watching the Lichfield Mystery Plays, before returning home on Monday.

In the past, Welsh Bicknor Youth Hostel has proved difficult to book, but we eventually succeeded
and Bob Tinley took a group there over Whitsun Bank Holiday. We enjoyed a long trip to the
Severn Bridge and a shorter one on the Forest of Dean tracks.

By way of a change, we also had a walking weekend in the Peak District based on Youlgreave
Youth Hostel where the warden was extremely helpful with two large groups self cooking at the
same time.

Sheila led an interesting tour to Italy in September. Five members flew to Pisa and back 10-days
later from Bergamo, having crossed the Apennines and enjoyed some magnificent scenery on the

way from Lake Garda to Lake Como via Lakes Idro and Iseo.

The annual DA roughstuff, 100-mile/100-km and night ride events were well supported by the
section and a faithful band attended the fortnightly DA winter slideshows.

Ray Hudson has again won the Derek Walker trophy for attendance and the Elaine Walker Trophy
for the runner up was won by Bob Knight.

Outside of official section and DA events our membership continues to travel independently to all
corners of Europe and further a field to Sri Lanka.

Bob Tinley - Secretary



