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This year has seen plenty of activity in all of the sections, with several new members injecting
fresh enthusiasm into our activities. Regular Sunday and mid-week rides are a feature of all
the groups, which have also organized longer tours at home and abroad.

It is very encouraging to see all the sections joining forces in DA events, which have been
well supported in the main.

The annual Geoff Collins roughstuff event attracted a very good entry and was held at the end
of the spring drought. This meant that many of the paths provided a very hard ride where
they had been poached by animals and then set like concrete. Sheila had researched an
innovative route, which was appreciated, if not enjoyed by everyone riding the event.

Instead of a 100 mile/100 km ride we organized one of the National 100 mile Triennial
Veterans rides. We were blessed with excellent weather and about 40-riders enjoyed riding
out from Coventry into the Cotswolds and up to the highest point in Warwickshire, to see
where they’d come from and where they were going to.

The only casualty of the summer was the Night Ride, only two riders arrived at the start in
lashing rain. With the prospect of a night of rain with torrential periods it was decided to call
it off and go home to a warm and, hopefully, dry bed.

Our season of Tuesday night slide shows was enjoyed by all attendees: Dave Hearn goes to a
lot of trouble to organize an interesting selection of speakers and it is a pity that more people
don’t come.

The annual show was presented by Stevie Smith, who travelled halfway round the world
under his own steam. He gave us an insight into the psychological problems of undertaking
such a long journey with limited company, especially on the long ocean crossings.
Incidentally his colleague, Jason Lewis has just arrived back in England after completing the
journey and becoming the first person to travel round the world using only human power.

Membership has increased by nearly 8% this year and there is a breakdown of numbers at the
bottom of this report. Our thanks go to Kevin Croucher for maintaining our local
membership records and for analyzing the data in detail for us.

2005 2006 2007
Coventry CV1,2,3,4,56,7 231 236 250
Kenilworth CV 8 51 50 52
Nuneaton Cvo9,10,11,12 61 72 80
Rugby CV 21,22,23 91 70 105
Warwick and Leamington CV 31,32, 33, 34, 35 144 173 171
South Warwickshire CV 36, 37, 47 76 93 89

654 694 747

Bob Tinley - DA Secretary




NUNEATON SECTION SECRETARY’S REPORT 2007

My year as Secretary of Nuneaton Section has been a busy and exciting one, with our main annual
event for Bike Week, the Family Fun Ride, plus the National Triennial Veterans Ride and other
regular events. We also had various themed rides, and good numbers for most of our regular rides. It
has been good to see some old faces as well as new, and also to see a mix of riders on different days,
as I have tried to respond to the Club as a whole.

Several new cyclists have joined us, although we are missing one or two old faces, particularly Dennis
Heggs who suffered a stroke and has now moved to Northampton. Overall membership is slightly up
(104) but attracting new members is still a priority, and so we are trying to offer a variety of rides to
suit different needs, the recurring theme we hear when talking to other cycling groups. Average
numbers on rides this year have been 7 on Saturdays, 4 on Sundays and 14 on Thursdays.

I have taken up ideas from previous committees and tried to develop them and also to revive some
things that had fallen off e.g. presentation of trophies and regular reports in the local press, which I
have kept in a scrapbook. Many thanks to all contributors who have kept an entertaining variety of
reports coming in.

During the year I have had much correspondence with HQ, local councillors, various groups and
organisations, our MP, and responded to and followed up all new enquiries. In May I took part in a
live discussion “car v. bike” on CWR Radio. I have contacted CTC members who live in the “border”
area between Warks and Leics (with the blessing of Leics DA) and have had a small but positive
response. | have also represented the CTC at the local Cycle Forum and helped with lobbying on
issues and preparing the Nuneaton Cycling Map.

Finally, with the help of our Promotions Officer, I was able to draw £300 of funding from the NBBC
for the Family Fun Ride, and access 3 years worth of funding from Head Office via the DA.

Nuneaton Promotions Officer report October 2007

I joined Nuneaton CTC in June 2006 after cycling with friends and members on the new Saturday
rides.....and since then, I haven’t looked back. With the help of Paul Scott, and many visits to bike
shops.... we managed to buy a bike I love! I once heard a member say on a ride (thanks Avril) ’a bike
that I feel at one with’,. Since then, I have enjoyed many hours throughout the year cycling and
chatting!

Anyway, voted on in the new position of Promotions Officer, I have been able to pull together, with
the help of the committee and members, a newsletter, which came out earlier this year and the
questionnaire. Both proved extremely popular and the next newsletter will come out after this AGM
and a presentation will be made later to the free prize draw from the questionnaire feedback.

We have had managed to get Nuneaton CTC section mention in ‘Warwickshire Life’ and ‘The Gate
Keeper’, which helps to raise the profile of the club and cycling amongst the many.

I too have really enjoyed being involved in our annual Family Fun Ride, creating the publicity
material to promote the event and helping with the organisation. It certainly achieved it’s aim, to
encourage cycling throughout all our communities,

albeit the evening started off with horrendous rain and wind, but later cleared up to be a bright sunny
evening.

As a Local Authority representative on the Cycle Forum, I too am very pleased to be involved both
professionally and personally on the development of cycling throughout our borough and hope to
continue to work closely with Nuneaton CTC and other agencies to achieve the forums core aims and
objectives.



And finally, thanks go to Bryan and Jean Cooper, who I first brought my old Dawes bike from.... for
helping with the route for our first ever George Eliot: Scenes Revisited Church to church ride which
took place on 9 September.

Let’s hope we can make this an annual event too!

RUGBY INFORMAL GROUP REPORT FOR 2007

Rugby has had a successful year with the addition of four new members which brings our number of

regular riders up to 32.

The Wednesday ride is always well supported, usually 20 or so turning up and riding as far as the coffee
stop and then 12 or 15 going on to lunch and afternoon tea. Summer rides are approximately 60 to 70
miles and then down to around 50 in winter as we try to avoid riding in a group after dark. Sunday

morning rides take in a coffee stop and are usually around 40 miles, returning home around 1 or 2 pm.

This year members attended the York Rally, Mildenhall Rally and organised a trip to France with 18
members attending.. The summer floods led to the cancellation of two other proposed trips . Two
riders successfully completed the Tri-Vets 100 and four others rode the group's own 100 mile ride. Six
Rugby members attended the D.A. President's ride which was a great day out with an excellent tea
stop. We are again organising a Sunday Lunch ride in December and our usual Christmas Wednesday

lunch.

Following the receipt of new guidelines from Head Office the Rugby group voted to continue as an

Informal Group under guidance of the DA.



Coventry and Warwickshire District Association

Coventry Section Annual Report 2006/2007

Sunday day-rides continue to be the foundation of the Section’s activity, with an
average attendance of 11-riders, although there has been a tendency for many
riders to only ride for part of the day. Tuesday rides are well supported with six
to eight riders. Predictably the best attended function of the year was the
Christmas lunch, which was held at 4 o’clock, after the Meriden Carol Service: a
time forced on us because of the availability of Stoneleigh Village Hall. The WI
excelled themselves in the quality of the meal and the décor of the hall.

David Hearne organised a series of fortnightly slide shows over the winter
period for the DA. As usual, it was a pleasure to share the enthusiasm of the
speakers for their various tours and we enjoyed stories of journeys stretching
from just after the war until the present day.

It’s a pity that not more people support our weekends away, as this is where real
friendships are bonded by cooking and eating together, not to mention the
opportunity to explore new areas of the country. Sheila took us to the Chilterns
in March, which will be remembered for the wintry conditions on the return
journey. She also took us to Shropshire and onto The Forest of Dean in May,
stopping at St.Briavels Castle, dating back to King John.

Kevin took four of us cycle camping in May to the Cotswolds, returning via the
Severn Valley. One of the objectives of this tour was to allow Roger to check
out the equipment he would soon be taking on his forthcoming American Coast
to Coast ride. Bob led a sunny Youth Hostel tour to mid-Wales over August
Bank Holiday, notable for the YHA demonstrating that their internet booking
system left much to be desired. Sheila rounded off the season with a watershed
tour of the Nene, Thames and Avon catchments taking in a Travel Lodge in
Towecester and Streatley Youth Hostel.

The annual DA Roughstuff Ride was well attended by the Section and had a first
class route planned by Sheila. Bob organised one of the National Triennial
Veterans Rides, which was a great day out. Thank you to everyone who helped
with the planning and assistance on the day. “Success” is not a word to be
associated with the Night Ride, although it was the only casualty of this year’s
notable summer. Bobs K and T arrived at the start in a downpour and with the
prospect of rain with torrential periods throughout the night decided to call it off
— poor show!

The Ray Hudson attendance trophy was won this year by Bob Cooper and the
Elaine Williams trophy for the runner up was won by Bob Knight.

Bob Tinley - Secretary



